PANEL II - LocAL, STATE AND FEDERAL GRANTS

Creasie Adams — SBC Communications

Ms. Adams has been with SBC for 20 years, she has been working in External Affairs and has
broad-based experience leading and serving with a variety of community groups and chambers in
the region. Ms. Adams is responsible for representing SBC and working with the elected officials,
community and business leaders within the south bay and mid cities area. Ms. Adams holds a
Bachelor of Science in Business Administration Management from the University of Redlands and
a Masters of Public Policy and Administration from California State University Long Beach. She
also holds a certificate in Management Effectiveness from the University of Southern California.
Ms. Adams is a native Californian; she serves on the Long Beach Economic Development
Commission. She and her husband are the proud parents of two children. The family is active at Mt.
Sinai Missionary Baptist Church in San Pedro, California.

Claire Peeps — The Durfee Foundation

Claire Peeps is the executive director of the Durfee Foundation, a private charitable foundation that
supports projects in the arts and culture, education, and community development, primarily in
Southern California. She is a graduate of Stanford University and the University of New Mexico.
Ms. Peeps currently serves as chair of the Southern California Association for Philanthropy, and on
the board of directors of the Southern California Council for the Humanities, Grantmakers in the
Arts, and Old Stories: New Lives, the non-profit production company for artist Peter Sellars. Her
book Activists Speak Out: Reflections on the Pursuit of Change in America, was published by St.
Martins/Palgrave in March 2001.

Jane B. Ross — California Department of Education, After School Partnerships Office

Ms. Ross is responsible for providing lead support for California’s 21st Century Community
Learning Centers (CCLC) Program as well as the After School Education and Safety Program. Ms.
Ross has contributed to the development of policy defining the State’s first 21st CCLC Program;
she develops California’s 21st Century Request for Applications (RFAs) and Information Sessions,
and she conducts the 21st CCLC Readers’ Conference at which proposals are evaluated and scored.
A participating member of the California After School Partnership, she has conducted numerous
trainings, and provides policy and administrative support for after school programs in Los Angeles
County.

Elisa Vasquez — Community Development Commission of Los Angeles County

Ms. Vasquez has worked for the Community Development Commission for over 8 years, as a
member of the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Division. She currently supervises a
team that performs outreach and marketing functions to the unincorporated areas of Los Angeles
County to gauge the community, economic and housing needs of County residents. She also
participates in community forums to educate non-profit service providers on the eligibility of the
CDBG program. Ms. Vasquez holds a Master’s degree in Public Administration.
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